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sooner the new elections took place the better. This
was not exactly what the public had expected. The
King was at this time sixty-five years of age, and was
not in particularly robust health ; and the heir to the
throne was the Princess Victoria, a child then only
eleven years old. People asked themselves what was
to happen in the meantime, supposing the King were
to die suddenly, were to meet with some fatal acci-
dent, since no one had been appointed Regent, to
carry on the Government until the young princess
should come to the age when, according to constitu-
tional law, it would be possible for her to perform
the duties of a queen.

Parliament has to give its consent to the nomina-
tion of a Regent, and everybody naturally expected
that the King would make some intimation to both
Houses on the subject. Nothing about the Regency
was said in the King's message, and the public dis-
appointment was very widespread and deeply felt.
There were gloomy forebodings in many a mind.
One grim and darksome figure stood in the shadow
of the throne, the figure of the Duke of Cumberland,
the King's eldest surviving brother. It would be hard
now to bring home to the ordinary reader any
adequate idea of the hatred which was felt by the
mass of the English people for the Duke of Cum-
berland. If that prince were guilty of half the
offences laid to his charge, he would have been better
suited for a contemporary of the days of Caligula, or
of Gesar Borgia, than for a member of the royal
family of England in 1830. Moreover, the Duke of
Cumberland would at once become, in the event of
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